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BEING A PART 
WITHOUT 
OBSTACLES
Equal opportunities and being a part are particularly important 
for people who face obstacles due to health-related or social 
constraints. Age, disability, housing difficulties or being in need 
of care must not mean that they can no longer be integrated into 
society. They need information, support and assistance as well as 
expert advice about their statutory rights.

People of all ages who are burdened with illness, bankruptcy  
or homelessness benefit greatly from prevention, health  
promotion activities, rehabilitation, resocialisation and being  
a part of society. 

Those who have to cope with difficult everyday lives need reliable 
help from healthcare, nursing care, legal and social systems. We 
work hard to ensure this help is provided. Disadvantaged people 
need free access to state benefits and services.

In order that people living in difficult circumstances can retain 
and strengthen their abilities and resources, we support them 
with a variety of offerings focussing on “help to help oneself”. 
For example, we assist and give counselling to men and women 
suffering from addiction, the homeless, offenders and people in 
debt, and improve their ability to take on personal responsibility. 
In addition, we give counselling on health and nursing care issues.

Taking part, being involved, taking an interest – everyone needs 
social ties. Therefore, we work to ensure intact socio-spatial  
neighbourhood structures. For us, neighbourhoods where everyone 
helps each other are very important. We promote active and 
diverse work in the local community.

POLICIES THAT CREATE 
REALMS WHICH PROMOTE 
HEALTH ——  At AWO, we  
are committed to ensuring  
that people’s resources  
are preserved and fostered. 
What is important is to  
work together with all  
those involved to develop 
preventative offerings so 
that everyone has the same 
opportunities as far as their 
health is concerned.
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MORE JUSTICE, 
A MORE SOCIAL 
EUROPE
Human dignity is inviolable. We work hard on a daily basis to 
ensure that this fundamental right is granted to all people in our 
country. The basis of a vibrant and open society is to respect and 
protect every single person and all their rights.

We have always been committed to democracy and the social 
rule of law – in Germany, in Europe and throughout the world. 
The vision of justice across the globe is the mission that spurs  
us on.

We campaign for a society unified in solidarity. We do not accept 
that people are living on the poverty line and can no longer  
take part in society. Thus, we work hard for reliable and effective 
social safety nets. From guaranteed child allowance, through  
the training and job market, to retirement; we make our voices 
heard in national and European politics with respect to all socio-
political issues.

Non-government welfare organisations, with their many social 
facilities and services, form the backbone of our welfare state. 
And that’s not all - they are also a formidable factor in the 
economy and in the job market. We are committed to an innova-
tive social economy with attractive working conditions and we 
fight for a general framework in which all people have the same 
opportunities. In this context, we support our institutions with 
their international networks.

OUR GOAL IS WORK  
AND JOB OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR ALL ——  We support 
people with disabilities to 
find jobs in the commercial 
labour market. All those 
affected must have the 
opportunity to be a part of 
life in the community.



39   EXPERIENCE FOR THE FUTURE.  GENUINE AWO.   38     

SOLIDARITY 
AROUND THE 
WORLD
Since the foundation of AWO, we, as part of an international 
(labour) movement, have been confronted with the effects of 
interwoven connections within the global economy. All people 
throughout the world are entitled to have their human rights 
respected. With our AWO International association, we campaign 
for and show solidarity with disadvantaged people – across 
international borders. We are working for a fair world where 
there is no hunger anymore and where people can live healthy 
and self-determined lives; a world with a democratic and  
ecological foundation.

We fight for global, sustainable economic and social policies.  
This is why we also join together with institutions and associations 
in other countries to support citizens to assert their rights. Through 
AWO International, we strengthen people who are ostracised  
or discriminated against, or are affected by hunger and poverty. 
Women and children, indigenous groups, migrants and people  
at risk of human trafficking and slavery need our support the most. 
It is important to us that the citizens of the individual countries 
set up their own self-help organisations.

Natural disasters show how vulnerable poor people are in particular.  
With AWO International, we provide humanitarian aid in the event 
of emergencies or disasters and support redevelopment together 
with local partners. We also carry out forward-thinking prevention 
work in order to strengthen the population on a long-term basis 
by means of effective structures.

 

UNO’S AGENDA 2030  
FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT ——  The United 
Nations’ goals for sustainable 
development are our blue-
print. They oblige states to 
end hunger, ensure a healthy 
life for all people and promote 
humane working conditions. 
And they demand sustainable 
economic activity in order  
to combat climate change. 
We are convinced that only 
justice throughout the world 
can bring about global peace. 
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